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Discuss the role of temple architecture in promoting regional identities in
early medieval India. (150 words)

Temp/e/ Mﬂwdms%@:ﬁnﬂamswm
e/x/a/w/.»(sm?//w?{lwml identilies in early medieval India. Temple/s
we/w/rwtnwwlq /w/bgwws centhes butalwcqm,bsls %fwlmcal

mxﬂtmm,, cultural e/)cfz/wsséem and, secial wIeg/wﬁem

Regienal architectunal styles such as The [agara. style of Nonth
India; Dravida, style of South ndia, and. esara style of the
Deccan neflected local Tradilions, gesgraphical condilions, and
arlistic preferences. Rulers used menumental Temples To showcase
Thein powen and estoblish conneclions with divine authoridy. For
instance; the Brihadeeswarar Jemple buill by the Rajarajo. Chela &
represented Chela/fwlétécal ?Iwu, and Jamdl cultural identily.

Tunfle/s a/w/mmneteoé/z_e%éena/ /cmgu_ag@ and haddions W
inscriplions, sculplures, éwtwals, and fwf/wm?eoﬁlecal aslists and

communily /%e, 517wn9ﬂwwzgm_e?owwj CONSCLOUSNESS.

Thus, tem,lee/a/z,chd'ectwwac&dazs wndemﬂm@u?lvachem/q
medieval secielies e/xpméeotﬂwilvdl}sﬁnctw/&ma] idenlilies while

cwm&um%' ' wmmmmgmwdbm :
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“Indian art forms evolved through a process of continuity and adaptation
rather than abrupt change.” Discuss with suitable examples. (250 words)

Indian art Tadilions represent o dynamic process of evelulion
acconding T changing secial, neligisus, and cultural conlexts.
Unlike o, complele break from The past; Jndian art demenstrales
aesthelic principles acress genenalisns.

Archilecture provides o, clear example of continuily and adoplatisn.
The early Buddhist stupas, such as Sanchi Stupa, developed from
earlier, funerary Tradilions bul incorpsrated new Buddhist
symbslism Threugh galeways (toranas) and, narralive corvings.
Similarly, Temple arnchilecture evolved from simple rock-cul
sthuclures of the Gupla: penisd To elobsrate Dravidian and [fagara
styles, while nelaining core concepls of sacred space and symbolism.

Jrv sculglune, Indian antists continususly adagled eanlier
conventions. The Maunyan tradilion, of- polished stone sculptunes
ingfuenced. loten Buddhist, Jains and. finduw seulptunes. The
Candhara, style incorponaled, Greco-Roman axtistic elements, yet s
themes nemained, nosted, in Buddhist philossphy. Likewise, the
Mothura, schosl preserved indigensus antistic fealunes while
evelving new fonms of religious expression.
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Painting, tradilions alss neveal gradual transformation. The munals
of Ajanta, Caves continued, eanlien narnative traditions while
developing sophisticaled Techniques of expression and composition,
Laten miniatune schools, such as Mughal and, Rajput paintings
adagled Pensian Techniques and local themes T creale distinctive

At(/Ie/.s.

Even uvp%efunm? arls,_conlinuily is visible. Classical dance
forms /MBWWWMWW@WM while
adafﬂn?wnwdmalh?w andchmuymyaudww&s Polk arts have
similarly alrsm(md/nwu%—/wmws whé/e//wtamm?' ' /w?mwl

identilies.

MMMM Mth/mbghwcenﬂmwm dm/&?ue(zdwwm
Tradilion and innevalien. This abilily To absork- external ng—/umc%

Wamwuzdwﬁwndahm has enabled Indian art
Wl@WWWWwMWa cenluries.
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Discuss the impact of changes in critical geographical features such as

wetlands, coastal ecosystems and forests on biodiversity and human Candidates
livelihoods. (250 words) must not
write on this

Critiical gesgnaphical featunes such as wetlands, coastal ecosystems | ™E"
and fonests act as ecslogical negulalins and supporl diverse forms
of life. Howeven, rapid anthnspogenic activilies, climate change and.
unsustainable nesource exploitation have significantly altered these
ecosystems, affecting bth biodivensity and, human well-being.

INTRODUCTION

(,{}M,_Mudm? marshes, lakes mwtman?/wm, Ww&
A binds and aqualic species. Their degradatisn due to urbanisolisn,
o e pollution, encrsachment and excessive grounduraler exthaction has
resulted in bisdiversily loss and increased vulneralrility to floeds
and, droughts. Fer instance; the shrinking of wellands in cilies like
Bengaluru, has neduced waler storage capacily and infensified

and Tourism alse face livelihosd challmgws.

Coastal ecosyslems such as mangroves, coral reefs and estuanies
populotisns from cyclones and storm surges. Rising sea levels, ocean
warming, plastic psllutisn and coastal development have caused
conal bleaching, shereline erssion and decline in fish populations.
The destruction s mangreves, as wilhessed. in parls of the Indian
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ecosyslem services like carbon sequestralion, sodl conservalion and
livelihsod nessunces for fonest-dependent communilies.
agricultunal expansisn leads To habital fragmentolion, species

extlinclion and human- wdol/%acmﬂwu O'lndo?uwws communilies
/w/qm% mé«smtln/wdm’f/s 5uﬁmws1wmwanotwlﬂm//%5%.

hese changes alse have brsaden implications by accelerating
climale change and neducing ecssystem resilience. Therefsne,
conservalion measures such as ecosyslem resloralion, sustainable

mtflamtwﬁensfammunenlhl laurs are essentiol.

bwmmm, conservalion bul alse Arm erz/su/wz?/ /ongrte/un ecsle»?waj
5acu/u1yamt5u/.swx)m(n’e//uunandwdsfumﬁ
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The ideas of liberty, equality and nationalism transformed political
systems across the world. Examine in the context of major revolutions of | ,didates
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. (250 words) must not

write on this

The eighleenth and nineleenth centuries withessed o fundamental margin
Dansgsrmalisn in polilical Theught as the ideas of liberty, equalily
NTROUETON | and) natisnalism challenged thaditienal systems based, en menanchy,
aristocracy and, impenial demination. These ideals became the
driving fonces behind, sevenal major nevolutions that reshaped. the
medenn palitical snder.

The Amenican Revelution (1776) was one of-the earliest
manifestalions of these ideas. The phinciple of- individual liberty

and the belief-in natunal nights inspined the Amenican Declaralion
I P A
hight o self-gevernment; Jt established. o nepublican political
system based on constititionalism, theugh initially limited by
slawery and nestricted. sufgrage.

The French Revelution (1789) provided the mest influential
exphession of lberty and.equaliy. The slogan. of "Liberty, Equality
Fralerndly” challenged feudal privileges and. absolute menanchy. The
Declanation. o the Rights of Man.and. Citizen proclaimedd equality
befone law; populor sovereignly and, civil reedems. It inspined
demecralic mevements acress gmfw and weakened aristocralic
stuclunes.
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Jn the nineleenth century, ﬂwédewoﬁnaﬁena]ixsm/(mcama/
powenful foce in poltcal ansformation. Th unification
mevements of Maly and Germany demonstrated how shaned
cullure; language and historical idenlily could creale modenn
nation-states. [fationalism alse encouraged anli-impenial sthuggles
in vanious parts of he wonld,

The Latin fimenican revelulions led by figures such as Simén
Belivor neflected the aspiralisn for pslilical independence and self-
rule against colonial powrens. Similorly, revelulionory mevements of
1848 acress gmmndwmmm gevernance; cwd/u,?hts
and, nolional self-determination.

Nowever, these ideals were nel universally applied; W

hevelutionany claims of equality.

thansfonmed polilcal systems by neplocing divine-night monanchies
ciligenship and nolisn-stales, laying the foundalion sf modern
demecracy.
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Trace the challenges and consolidation of India’s foreign policy during
the early phase of independence. (250 words)

The early phase of- independent Jndia’s foneign policy (1947-1964)
was marked, by the dual challenges of securing national inferests in
o turbulent global environment and establishing Indlia, as an
indlependent vsice in wonld affains. The newly born natisn had to
balance dsmestic prisnilies wilh exdternal pressunes anising from
the Colel ({Jor; regisnal conflicts, and. the process off decslonisation.

Majer Chollenges:
First, the pantition of Indias crealed immediate foneign policy
challenges. The conflict with Pakistan over Jammu and. Kashmin in
1947-48 led India to- approach The ([nied [fatisns, while issues of

shaped. its neighbsunhood policy.

beluseen the nival blocs led by the ([nied States and the Seviel

M,e/uln? é'bzalb?wauihmnq alefwac%ul coexislence.

newly independent flsion and flfrican noliens while opposing
states and concerns over China’s inlentions a/oeviné—/wwec%m?n/
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Conssliddation of Foneign Pelicy;

Jndias conssliclated & foneign policy Through principles of
nesolution of disputes. The, Bandung, Confenence Sthengthened,
India’s leadenship hsle ameong newly independent natisns and laic,
the foundation fon the [fon-flligned Mevement

India alse supperled anli-celoniol 5&@9»9/%, premeted
disarmament; and played an aclive role in internalional
WdﬁGM such as The ([nded Noalions. Econemic and
Tec/ms/egucaj cosperalion wilh beth (Jestern and secialist countries

neflected Jndias pragmalic diplemacy,

Nowever, the Sine-Indian ([Jar exposed weaknesses in India’s

securilly preparedness MW a//wa/smomenteém Chmwfwha/

Thas, detpite significant challenges, dndias eanly foncign policy
wcwsslgul/q estoblished The éwndaﬁsm 95' 5ba,ate9péo autonwm/
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"The effectiveness of Fundamental Rights depends as much on judicial

interpretation as on constitutional text." Discuss.
(150 words)

?MMMRWWWWWMIWWW
ﬂwwihﬁo/egal/mméem. Thei/u#wtévams depends on The
WMMQMMWMMMWMW clary's
@WWWWW@W@&WW

Judicial interprelalion has expanded Fundamentol Roghbs beyond
the landmark case oﬁ(Manekw Gandhi v ([nisn oﬁo(lnduv uidened
ﬂwam(rétsérﬂfzﬁc/@ﬂ by WM‘W%MMM&V
lows” as fust; ércu/z/ and, reasenalble. ,S’u[me%wnﬂt, /wglﬂ?s such as
privacy, livelihosd, educalion, and o clean environment werne

pecagniged as itegnal T the Right T

Similarly, the ‘Dectrine eﬁ basic stuclure WMW
Kesavananda Bharali v State oér_/{mla/ 577wn9ﬂwned constitulional
5%@941.{1/»0//‘» a,da,auwtaﬁ,()d/wzzq amendmenls.

I a vibrant demscracy, ?unolmnwlhl}eo%k&s derive Their strength
frreedsms.
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How has cooperative federalism evolved in India in the context of fiscal
and administrative decentralization? (150 words)

Indioss federal struclure has gradually evelved from o centralized
nwddwwmﬁbceopewﬁue&w"mxf% where the ([nisn and

Onthe fiscal front; the hecommendalions of the Finance
Commission, increased tax develution, and the intheduction of the
GST Council have sthengthened intengsvernmental cosperation. The
GST Council exemplifies collobonative decision-mahing, uith both
the Centre and Stales jointly delermining indinect tax policies.

Administhalively, initiotives such as NJTS Aayog have replaced,
toprdewn planning wilh o censultutive approach invelving Staes.
Fuilher; the empowerment of- Panchayati Raj Jnstilutions and,
Unban focal Bodies through the 73rd and, 74th Constilutisnal

Nowever, concerns /wga/wlm?éfww olepmdefwe centrally 5fwme/wd/
schemes, WMW’GW otusfwtm pe/usi/st

deceni?w/b;aﬁm’ DLMW ch//a(re/mﬁm’ while/u?umng/"
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Examine the role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Civil
Society Organizations (CSOs) in promoting social development. What
challenges do they face? (250 words)

Secial develspment encempasses Uwémp/zwune@oﬁhummwdl-
being through enhanced access T educalion; healtheare, livelihsod,
spperlunilies, social juslice, and empeuwrerment: In o diverse
countuy like Jndia [fon- Governmental (nganigations (\fG0S and
Civil Seciely Organigatisns ((S0s) complement governmental
fforts by addressing developmentalgaps and advocting o
manginalized communitis

Rele of MGOs and C50s in Secial Development
[. Serwice Deléwu/i They provide essential services in areas such
as education; healthcare, sanitolion, and skill development,
particularly in remsle and undenserved regisns.

2. SWWW eﬁ_VulMILaMe/ wa% MGOs WWW
of women, childnen, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and
persons with disabilidies thrsugh awaneness and capacily-

3 Plicy Advocacy: (S0s influence publi plicy by raising socia
issues, conducling neseanch, and, facildaling cilizen
participalion in governance.

1. Commundty Mobdlizalion They ncounage rassaocty
participolion; sthenglhening demscrolic values and ssciol

5. Disaster, Relief and Rehabildolion: \fG(s play o crucial role in
emengency nesponse; rehabililalion, and nebuiding livelihosds
afler disasters.

6. Envirenmental and Secial flurareness: They promste
suslainable development wau?h campaigns en environmentol

conserwalion, health, and secial inclusion.
ToplAS.In
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(,’hallengm Faced
l o(lnadal,uute and uncertoin DL”M‘“? sounces.
3. Limited professional and Technical capacily in smaller
4 fack of Transparency and acceuntolbilily in some cases,
fecting public st
9. Pelitical interference and nestrictions en speralisnal aulonomy.
6. D%bléadt(/ n 5caléng/ wcce/.sslful interwentions and ensuning
long-Term sustainabilily.

VGOs and CS0s serve as vilal partnens in achieving inclusive and
collabonalion wilh the gevernmenl can significantly enhance theirn
cwMMnWWM&MW&MW& secial
progaess.
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Examine the opportunities and challenges arising from India's growing
engagement with Africa. (250 words)

India’s engagemenl with Afpica, has exponded significantly in
mulual developmental interests. (,Utﬂbﬂé—/z,wwmewa/.s o magot

Jinst; ffpica presents o vast manket fon Jndion gseds

pharmaceuticals, aulomebiles, and mfommhm ' techrwJe% sefurices.
Bilateral trade has grouwsn w(mlhniiallq, makmgp ﬂé—/u,cw an

Second, Wﬁmmm&% and, crilical minerals such as cobalt;
[hivm; and rare earth elements helps India, secure reseurces
asmtialés/véu industrial WWIIFW/L?(/ Thansclion.

Thind, dndia's development pantnenship. tasugh capacity buiding,
concessisnal credil enhances s soft power and strengthens pesple-
To-pesple Ties.
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Founth, ﬂWé supperl; is cruciol gsmo'lnoliw’s aspiralions m/yl&(m/
Wmnegwm Mud&tngawlewnel&mmmm such as
the ([nited [foliens.

Challenges:

Nowever, anolw/[gacm W@WWWMW
porticularly China, which has %Wi/.shw[/a//mymecwwmwm
infrostuclurol fostprint acress the conlinent:

India’s engagement. Adddionally, ressurce constraints restrict
India’s abilily to malch the scole sf investments offered by sther

Conclusion:

Afpica: is central To Jndias vision of o mullipslar and inclusive
India. can Transform s anﬁw%ﬂﬁ@éwén@wnwﬂwﬂq
beneficial and stholegically significant parlnership for The 2Ist
century.
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Discuss the impact of demographic changes on public policy formulation

in India, particularly in the areas of health, education and employment.
(250 words)

India’s demsgrophic prsfile is undergeing significant
expeclancy, rapid urbanizalion, anota//a/z,?ewmluln?-a?e/
population. flcconding T the 2023 ({\f Papulation Repost, Jndic
became The world's mest pepulows counlry wilh aboul 1.43 billien
pesple. Thae/dem&?wfzhiosfu'ﬁs have profsund, implicalions for
public plicy gl

ZMMMW coemmunicalble T non-communicable diseases
(MCDs) have necessioted, policies such as the [fatisnal Programme
fore HNealth Care of the Elderly IWPHCE) and Ayushman Bharol.
WCDs acesunt for nearly 66% of total deaths in Jndie. (JH0)
healthcare.

I educalion; o, lorge youlh pepulation demands expansion sf
quality educalional infpostucture and skill develspment: The
\fatisnal Educalion Policy (FEP) 2020 secks to improve learning
ouleomes, increase the (re8s Ennelment Ralis in higher educalion
to 50% by 2035, and align education with juture labsur market
needs. Sanuftanew/slq, d@dllungx Wzﬂ/ in several states is /eadén?
Uo changing schesl-age populalion dynamics and ressunce
allscation.
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Jn emf;&qment,_élndiwfmsasa wdefn@g/mfzhéoctafidmoé wilh
nearly 68% eé»d)sp,_efwlaﬂon in the 15-64 age group. However,
inadequale job- crealion can Transferm this sppertunidy infe o
dm&y/zafzhéc(m/zdm Comeq,uuvﬂ(/, pelicies such as Skl India,
Missisn, PM (fishwokarma, Make in India, and Preduction Linked
Incentive (PLY) Schemes aim To- enhance employability and.

yefmate/n/wdudiue employment.

Thus, dmgaaphwdmnyw serwe as a crallical dd‘mmmnteg
are essentiol To convent India’s dmwwmmm
5%W@59d9fmnméodwdopna¢
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Artificial Intelligence has the potential to transform governance and
economic activities. However, it also creates new challenges related to
employment, ethics and data security. Discuss. (250 words)

Artificial dntelligence (AY) refers Tothe capabilily of machines To
peh,éomnw/skxs ﬂmtnemnal/ququmhunwwinl'd/é?aw& such as
learning, neasening and decision~-making. id is emerging as o

ways:
| Jmproved public senvice delivery: Ad-powered chalbels and
vaweud/wssal.

2. Evidence-based fwloa/ma/wzgg AY can analyze /0/&9/6 daotosels To

3. Enhanced governance: Predictive analylics can improve Tax
administalisn; disaster, managementl and, lowr enfsncement:

4. Economic growth and productivily: fulsmalion, intelligent
mam%aotu/wz?andﬂo’l-mmmwaﬁm can increase

pe/wemll}}wt and, doto~driven selulions.

However, The widespread adeplion 95»,40(1 alse presents significant
chal/m?@

particulorly in rouline and, low-skilled jobs, leading To structural
unemployment.
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2. Ethical issues: I systems may perpeluale bias, discrimination
and lach thanspanency in decision-making.

3. Data privacy and securily: A relies heavily on data collection,
increasing nishs of swuwedlance; cyberallacks and misuse of
driven decisions remains complex.

5. D_Wdiuiol& Una;uala,cce/ss w,qcﬂtemw may widen

Thenefsre, while A offers immense spportunilies for inclusive
growlh and efficient gsvernance, ils deployment must be quided by
robust negulolory framewsrhs, ethical standands, dalo prstection
mechanisms and shill-develspment indiotives. | human-centric
and, nespensible A ecosystem is essential To maximize benefils
while WMM/{A
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Cyber security threats have evolved from individual attacks to
sophisticated challenges affecting critical infrastructure. Analyse the need
for a comprehensive cyber security framework in India. (250 words)

India’s cyber securdy londscape has wilnessed o fw/mologm 5h%t
from iselaled allacks on individuals and snganizations To
gmazwwj' al systems, WW@W, and nalienal securily
assels. This necessilotes o comphrehensive cyber securily Wwonk
wsaéregumoéﬂw country'’s 0[091121/ ecosystem.

Cyber threals have become mone complex due To increasing
Wu}afww e/xpan/séonoére/-ywemwwe/, c/ouotcemfwiin%,
Artificial dntelligence; and. the Jnternt sf Things (JoT). Attacks
such as ransemuware, data breaches, phishing campaigns, and cyber
espisnage can dishupl essential services like power grids,
Dranspertalion netwenks, banking systems, and healthcare facililies.
have severe economic and securdy implicalions.

780486115:

o Proteclion egcww/ of%—/wxsbewtww Ensunes mé/ée:we/oﬁ
seclons such as enelgy, Telecommunicalions, de/érenc@ and
Wa?auwtwbmﬂhm
MW&WMM%WW.

. gcsnemwwlﬁ/_ Prevents Amanaal losses, ctw/wfztemef
businesses, Mméwneéruwate/vcmﬁdawe
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o Cosndinated Response Mechanism: Facilitutes infsrmation

. . . . did
5hWLy, threal mIeJ/L?em;a, and mcwlent/w.sfwme/ ameng C;rlllslt SZ‘ES
?We/m.menz W and privale stakeholders. write on this

margin

o Copacily Building: Premesles cyber awanreness, shilled
MAIN manpewer, and, indigenous cyber securily lechnslogies.

BODY

OF ANSWER . féyaj WRWW_SMM Provides clear standards

India has Taken sleps 'Ummcgfuuuﬂatw% such as the [alisnal
Cyben, Secunity Policy, the Digital Pensonal Data Pstection Act;
and the dndian Computer Emengency Response Team (CERT=In)
of policies and capabilities

In conclusien, a robust and comphrehensive cyber securily
CONCLUSION évwmeweﬂ/v is essential To secure India’s dogd‘al econemy, prolect

natienal interests, mzdmmbuwtmﬂwmnihq’s ologwta,/
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India’s energy transition requires reducing dependence on fossil fuels
while ensuring affordable and reliable energy access. Discuss the
challenges and opportunities associated with renewable energy expansion.

(150 words)

India’s erm%bwmzﬂsfvcwm waedcwe/&&osé/lgrud dependence
W@WWWW&%W&MW%@
energy. Renewable energy expansion is central To- achieving energy
securidly anoLc/éfmtageaIs, (mtd?gaw sevenal chal/engw/s.

Chal/en?%
Finst, renewalble sources like solor and urind are intermiltent;
energy stenage and smarl grids. Seco;nd/,_hé?h inilial capital costs,
land acquisiisn issues, and dependence on imponted compenents
such as solor modules psse constraints. Thirnd,_ceal conlinues To
deminate Jndia’s energy mix, moking o ropid tansition difficult
dwibwrfleqnmtmd/nglwwl econemic concerns t coal-
preducing areas. Additéwmllz/,_mum? affordalble eleclricily access
for peore households remains o challenge.

Oppertunidies:
dIndia has vast selar and wind petential, which can neduce impenl
dependence and improve energy securily. Renewable expansisn can
suppenl sustoinable development. Decentralised renewable systems

can enhance rural e/ed?u&waﬁmv

Thus, o balonced approach érwolvéng/urwumlz!e/m/z% Wvﬂu
energy 5te/w?e, gmdnwdemgaﬁm and o just Transitisn for
%wwmmmu s essential éoaoflndéw’s 5%%&()/&@11,8/&?{/

fulure.
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Explain the causes behind increasing urban floods in Indian cities. How
can urban planning and climate-resilient infrastructure help in reducing
disaster risks? (150 words)

Unban flosds have become frequent in Indlian cities due To o
combination of humanrinduced and climatic factons. Rapid. and,
unplanned unbanisalion has nesulted, in he encroachment of
natural dhainage channels, wetlonds, and flosdplains, neducing

SMWWMWM awa(mdctmgA ncreases
5u/z£—aca/wn9ﬁ'andwe/uuhe/m d/mxlna?eoqstefm. Post,

mainlenance eér storm~waler drains, unlewpe/v wasle dl'/sfwfsal, and

C/émal‘e/changgha/.s U@MMWMW/ evenls, /eadén?t&
shonl-duralion lw?h—mten/sm, precipilation Thal urbon systems
cannsl manage. Rusm,? sea levels alse increase flood risks in constol

U/L()wvlnlalmm,?/ can reduce These nisks WéMWMH& land-
use planning, protection of wellands, nestoralisn sf urban waler
resient infrasthuclure such as permeoble povements, roinusoler

ha/we/shngp wdbmzs, W”"%‘# sponge cilies, and ﬁm—mam

Thus, W»ydwm&mmhudwﬁmw&ﬂwn&mdwdw
(s awbtiajﬁwmwﬁnysafmmwtmmamdémtélndmw%
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Left Wing Extremism remains a major internal security challenge despite
declining violence in several regions. Analyse the factors responsible for

its persistence and discuss a comprehensive strategy to address it.
(250 words)

,f%t wmggmm commenly asseciated wilh Mosist insurgency,
has wilhessed o decline in geographical spread and. vislent incidents
due To suslained securily operations and development iniliatives.
However, & conlinues To persist in cerlain pochels, particularly in
remsle Thibol and fonested negions, posing a chollenge To India’s
inlernal securily and governance.
Taclors nesponsible for persistence ef ZUIE:

educalion. Zack of livelihsod spportuniies enables extremist

groups To explod local grievances.

2. fllienation of Thibal communilies: pr/acementdcwt&nwmg/
pepulations.

3. Gevernance deficils ([Jeak administralive presence; psor
remsle areas quawmexg/&d‘w&byMMtW,

4. Geegraphical advantages: Dense fonests, difficult terrain, and
bonderless movement across stale bsundanies provide safe
havens and eperalional advanloges To extremists.

5. Jdeslogical appeal and coencisn: Masists continue o influence
vulnerable seclisns by perlhaying Themselves as defenders of
Dibal rights while using intimidalion and vislence to maintain
conlnel.

6. External supponl nelivorks: Seme legistical, financiol, and armys

supply channels help sustain mmW activilies.
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Candidates
must not
write on this
margin



MAIN
BODY
OF ANSWER

CONCLUSION

Comprehensive strategy To addnress Z(|JE-
. S’ecu/ull/_af;f/wadt/ S’Damgﬂwv Lnlbl/é?erwe-(m/sed speralions,
inter~stale cosndinalion, medernis &.’)@CLUM.&/W, andcmp/wve

areas.

2. Develspment-oniented approach: Ensure %@dkm
implementalion of schemes related To education; healtheane; shill
develspment; and, employment. Development must be
poanticipalony and sensitive To- local needs.

3. Protect Thibal nights: Jmplement provisions of-the Porest
Rights Act; 2006 and. strengthen local self-governance unden the
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled fireas) Act; 1996.

4. Counterrnarnative stralegy: Alddress extremist prspaganda
ﬂz/wa?hawanme/.ss campaigns, z/euﬂbawuw:t, and, Twust-

5. Rehabilitation: Previde suwwnender and. nehobilitalion policies o
cadnes willing To- abanden violence.

A purely securidy-centric approach cannet eliminale (. A
communilies, andaccewd’cwle/?wemwma asmﬁhl&%achéwin?
/MWWWWW
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“Ethics is not merely about choosing between right and wrong; it is about
choosing between competing rights.” Discuss the significance of ethical
reasoning in public administration. (150 words)

whene Twe or mene legitimale values come inle conflict:  decision
may nel be a simple chsice between gsod and evil, bul o careful
balancing of cempeling nighls, such as individual liberly versus

gﬂz«écal/wa/.sonéngzerm/n’% civdd servants T analyze such dilemmas
objectively by applying principles of justice; fatrness, empathy, and
fw(zlwwe/d'a/w cﬂt/w//oxs administhalors nww/(ra/cmotleyaj
compliance and make decisions thatl are menally justified and

wcéallz/ /w.siwmé()le/.

ot instance, du/wngza/Funhw/ch/qu mwcm?pmm
prstect collective well-being.

cﬂrva/demeozaa/, meoWaw Tust betureen
unfm/zlml accounloble, and humane.

Thus, eﬂucalc&mpetmww aamtc'a/&wowu serwants To reselve
cw»é—/éd).s oéfualu,e/.s aJwLuphvld/ﬂw/m?e/z/lszéoénE/wst
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What do you wunderstand by constitutional morality? How can
constitutional morality guide civil servants in situations involving conflict
between popular demands and constitutional values? (150 words)

Constitutional meraldly /u%e/w to the commitment to upheld the
core principles, values, anotsfmdieé»mb Constitution ralher Than
menely éel/owm? s Textual provisions. Jt includes fwsfwctﬁ%
constilulional supremacy, rule %Iaw; lgwnolamefd'a/ /u,ghbs equalily,

/xmtwe/ /ébe/zli,, secularism, and demecralic values.

As ebserved by Dr. B.R. Ambedhar “Constitiional menality

Dor civid serwants, constilulional menraliy acts as an elhical
compass in silualions whene pspular demands conflict with
constilulional values. Pw(n’wofwwv mew
principles. Civid servants must ensure that decisions a/wguuded(n/
legaldly, fainness, and seciol justice rather than sherl-lerm pelilical
pressunes.

?o/z/&camfle/, who'/e/hand/m%danand/s based sn caste, /w/o?ww ot
/w%iefwlsenﬁnwnf/s, m%mnmtba/mw&iwmmaﬂm
du/péngpln/wtmts, administralors mu/.stf)/wtedf(mﬂvfm(ﬂwmde/pand
citl;}em’/bégphtwdmmt

Thus, censtilulional mmalm, enables cord serwvants To acl as neutral
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“Compassion without competence may lead to ineffective administration,
while competence without compassion may lead to insensitive
governance.” Discuss. (150 words)

An effective civil servant requires o, harmenious blend of
skills and administhalive el%'merwl) [feilher qualily alene can

Compassion enables administhalons to understond the hardships of
vulnerable sections and design pesple~centhic psficies. JUpromstes
inclusiveness, wn/su‘w@ moﬂhwnan@mbplmwnfafwn Nowever,
foiling due To psor plonning, inefficient nessunce allecalisn and
inabilily To deliver, oulcomes. %/z/@x(mpje/, we/W schemes nequire
net enly concern for The posr bul alse effective execution

mechanisms. Compassion

Without
Competence
Good Intentions _\'
Poor Planning Inefficient Resource Allocation Inability to Deliver Outcomes

l /
mee/ue/z’, compelence wilhoul compassion may preduce
Technically efficient bul insensiive governance. An administhator
Wed/on/t/ on rules anoLta/zye& may WWWM and,
ciligen grievances, leading o alienalion and loss of Trust:

TM@M public administralion demands o balonce belween head
and, hearl. Cemfwtmw ensures %edwmas, while compassion
provides elhical direction. ] capable and empalhelic civil servant
centric public service.
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Given below are three quotations of eminent thinkers. What do each of
these quotations convey to you in the present context?

(a) “The greatness of humanity is not in being human, but in being
humane.”

(b) “Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”

(c) “A nation's culture resides in the hearts and souls of its people.”

(150 words)

Quetalions eé—emuwnt Thinkers eﬂ’emnegr/wtwne/e/u ethical
principles M?mdehwnmceﬂdud;améseaaj inslilulions.

(o) This quetation highlights thal mene bislogical existence dees nst
define human grealness; i is compassion, empalthy, kindness and
mmg%mmmwmmw‘,mmomuwmmt
humane values are essential for crealing an inclusive and just
sociely. For o, civil servant; wmtflmmmmu%mwdgaw%
vulnerable seclisns wilh sensilivily and compassion.

(t) This statement emphasises the ethical dangens associaled with
uncheched authonly. Powen withoul accountabilily can lead o
arnegance; nwswweﬁ/wsmm mmaam%augmm?m
Demscratic institutions, Transpanency, rule sf lawr and ethical
conduct act as safeguands against such cornuplion. Public servants
musl exencise power as o nesponsibilily ralthen than o privilege.

(c) This quetatisn conveys Thal culture is not limited to monuments,
Dadilions or exernal symbols; i lives Threugh The values, beliefs,
behaviour and colleclive consciowsness ohwefde. o(lrvﬂwe&axeé'
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Tolerance M/L%FGMW@ Thansmission 95' W@W
. Candidates
W’M— must not
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Thus, Ut%e/q,uolhﬁwm cel/eotéue/(/ underdine csmfmméenx,
accmml‘alrdlﬂ/ and, cultural consciousness Mﬁwudaﬁem eﬁeﬂucal

sociely.
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You are the District Magistrate of a backward district where illegal

mining has become a major source of livelihood for thousands of local
people. Strict action against mining operators may create unemployment

and social unrest, while allowing illegal mining will damage the

environment and violate laws. Identify the ethical issues involved. What

options are available before you? Which course of action would you
adopt and why? (250 words)

As a/Du.sMMa?wsl?wIe/ #érawwow%/éctbeﬁummmmymd@eé

/Wdéh&edeﬁuu/ne/za/)/e/cemnwmﬂ% on The other. The siuation
hequires balancing develspmental needs with ethical gevernance.
Ethical Jssues Jrvolved

L. Conflict betuseen, legality and. livelihsed:

2. ([Jhile L//egalm,imh%uwlam laws, IMIL(/P&G’/Z/WM depend
en/btlfofz/sufwwal mwﬂ}b%wddammbe&w,men&W/m

3. Envinenmental sustainabilly vs econsmic necessily:

4. Unreguloled mining causes deforestalion, land degradalion,
5. fldministralive integrily and rule of law:

6. Jgnsning illegal activilies weuld undermine public Tust,

7. Compassion and empalhy Towords vulnerable groups:

8. Jmmediole closure of mining aclivilies withoul alternalives

may push people inle poverly, crime or sscial unrest:

9.Jnlter generalional equily:
10. P/wtwtm%naﬂmalmm ts an elhical responsibilily
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Optiens Available
L Allsus ilegal mining T continue to protect employment and
mainlain secial stability,
o Merit: Jmmediate livelihosd protection.
o Demenit: Jllegal, environmentally harmful and, encourages
o Conduct sthict crackdsun and. completely stsp mining
activities Merit: pholds laus and prstects envirenment;
o Demenit: Causes unemployment and, possible unrest
o Tahe o balanced approach by stopping ilegal mining while
WW@/MWWM@MM
Ensures (mﬂwwle/eé'/manctsocéal de
Counse of Action Adepted
& would, aclept the third, epltion. As a. first step, § would. launch
strict action against illegal mining speralons, especially these
W/MWM WWWW Nowever, The
adimweuldnotwm/p/abmm alene.
A comprehensive nehabilitation plan weuld be implemented
thnsugh
o Skill develspment and, employment schemes under government
progaammes
* Promsting legal and sustainable mining praclices thasugh
Waw/m.
o Creating altennative livelihood spportunities such as
agricultune, self-help grsups and local industhies.
+ Eetablishing commanity posticipation mechanisms for
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J would alse ensure Transparency, prevent poliical MWW
Candidat
and Take action Wt officials invelved in collusion. rirlllslt r?ois

write on this
margin

A respensible administhator must balonce justice; compassion and
sustainability. The objective should net menely be stopping illegal
mining bul crealing conditions where pesple ne longen need To
depend on illegal activilies for swwival. This appreach uphelds

conslilulional values, rule 95— low and, inclusive dwe/efz,muw
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	MAINS ANSWER WRITING “SUPER-POWER” PROGRAMME
	GENERAL STUDIES PAPER I
	Indian Heritage and Culture, History and Geography of the World and Society
	Discuss the role of temple architecture in promoting regional identities in early medieval India. (150 words)

	Temple architecture played a significant role in shaping and expressing regional identities in early medieval India. Temples were not merely religious centres but also symbols of political authority, cultural expression, and social integration.
	Regional architectural styles such as the Nagara style of North India, Dravida style of South India, and Vesara style of the Deccan reflected local traditions, geographical conditions, and artistic preferences. Rulers used monumental temples to showcase their power and establish connections with divine authority. For instance, the Brihadeeswarar Temple built by the Rajaraja Chola I represented Chola political glory and Tamil cultural identity.
	Temples also promoted regional languages and traditions through inscriptions, sculptures, festivals, and patronage of local artists and scholars. They became centres of education, economy, and community life, strengthening regional consciousness.
	Thus, temple architecture acted as a medium through which early medieval societies expressed their distinct cultural identities while contributing to the broader Indian civilization.
	Candidates must not write on this margin
	“Indian art forms evolved through a process of continuity and adaptation rather than abrupt change.” Discuss with suitable examples.  (250 words)

	Indian art traditions represent a dynamic process of evolution where ancient forms were preserved, modified, and enriched according to changing social, religious, and cultural contexts. Unlike a complete break from the past, Indian art demonstrates continuity through the transmission of themes, techniques, and aesthetic principles across generations.
	Architecture provides a clear example of continuity and adaptation. The early Buddhist stupas, such as Sanchi Stupa, developed from earlier funerary traditions but incorporated new Buddhist symbolism through gateways (toranas) and narrative carvings. Similarly, temple architecture evolved from simple rock-cut structures of the Gupta period to elaborate Dravidian and Nagara styles, while retaining core concepts of sacred space and symbolism.
	In sculpture, Indian artists continuously adapted earlier conventions. The Mauryan tradition of polished stone sculptures influenced later Buddhist, Jain, and Hindu sculptures. The Gandhara style incorporated Greco-Roman artistic elements, yet its themes remained rooted in Buddhist philosophy. Likewise, the Mathura school preserved indigenous artistic features while evolving new forms of religious expression.
	Candidates must not write on this margin

	Painting traditions also reveal gradual transformation. The murals of Ajanta Caves continued earlier narrative traditions while developing sophisticated techniques of expression and composition. Later miniature schools, such as Mughal and Rajput paintings, adapted Persian techniques and local themes to create distinctive styles.
	Even in performing arts, continuity is visible. Classical dance forms like Bharatanatyam evolved from temple traditions while adapting to modern stages and changing audiences. Folk arts have similarly absorbed new influences while retaining regional identities.
	Thus, Indian art has not developed through sudden transformations but through a continuous dialogue between tradition and innovation. This ability to absorb external influences while preserving indigenous foundations has enabled Indian art forms to remain vibrant and relevant across centuries.
	Candidates must not write on this margin
	Discuss the impact of changes in critical geographical features such as wetlands, coastal ecosystems and forests on biodiversity and human livelihoods. (250 words)

	Critical geographical features such as wetlands, coastal ecosystems and forests act as ecological regulators and support diverse forms of life. However, rapid anthropogenic activities, climate change and unsustainable resource exploitation have significantly altered these ecosystems, affecting both biodiversity and human well-being.
	Wetlands, including marshes, lakes and mangroves, function as natural water filters, flood regulators and habitats for migratory birds and aquatic species. Their degradation due to urbanisation, pollution, encroachment and excessive groundwater extraction has resulted in biodiversity loss and increased vulnerability to floods and droughts. For instance, the shrinking of wetlands in cities like Bengaluru has reduced water storage capacity and intensified urban flooding. Communities dependent on fisheries, agriculture and tourism also face livelihood challenges.
	Coastal ecosystems such as mangroves, coral reefs and estuaries provide breeding grounds for marine species and protect coastal populations from cyclones and storm surges. Rising sea levels, ocean warming, plastic pollution and coastal development have caused coral bleaching, shoreline erosion and decline in fish populations. The destruction of mangroves, as witnessed in parts of the Indian coastline, has increased disaster risks and affected fishing communities.
	Candidates must not write on this margin

	Forests are repositories of terrestrial biodiversity and provide ecosystem services like carbon sequestration, soil conservation and livelihood resources for forest-dependent communities. Deforestation due to mining, infrastructure projects and agricultural expansion leads to habitat fragmentation, species extinction and human-wildlife conflicts. Indigenous communities relying on forest products suffer economic and cultural losses.
	These changes also have broader implications by accelerating climate change and reducing ecosystem resilience. Therefore, conservation measures such as ecosystem restoration, sustainable resource management, community participation and strict implementation of environmental laws are essential.
	Protecting critical geographical features is not only vital for biodiversity conservation but also for ensuring long-term ecological security and sustainable human development.
	Candidates must not write on this margin
	The ideas of liberty, equality and nationalism transformed political systems across the world. Examine in the context of major revolutions of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. (250 words)

	The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries witnessed a fundamental transformation in political thought as the ideas of liberty, equality and nationalism challenged traditional systems based on monarchy, aristocracy and imperial domination. These ideals became the driving forces behind several major revolutions that reshaped the modern political order.
	The American Revolution (1776) was one of the earliest manifestations of these ideas. The principle of individual liberty and the belief in natural rights inspired the American Declaration of Independence, which asserted equality among citizens and the right to self-government. It established a republican political system based on constitutionalism, though initially limited by slavery and restricted suffrage.
	The French Revolution (1789) provided the most influential expression of liberty and equality. The slogan of “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” challenged feudal privileges and absolute monarchy. The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen proclaimed equality before law, popular sovereignty and civil freedoms. It inspired democratic movements across Europe and weakened aristocratic structures.
	Candidates must not write on this margin

	In the nineteenth century, the idea of nationalism became a powerful force in political transformation. The unification movements of Italy and Germany demonstrated how shared culture, language and historical identity could create modern nation-states. Nationalism also encouraged anti-imperial struggles in various parts of the world.
	The Latin American revolutions led by figures such as Simón Bolívar reflected the aspiration for political independence and self-rule against colonial powers. Similarly, revolutionary movements of 1848 across Europe demanded constitutional governance, civil rights and national self-determination.
	However, these ideals were not universally applied; gender inequality, colonialism and racial discrimination continued despite revolutionary claims of equality.
	Thus, the revolutions of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries transformed political systems by replacing divine-right monarchies with concepts of popular sovereignty, constitutional government, citizenship and nation-states, laying the foundation of modern democracy.
	Candidates must not write on this margin
	Trace the challenges and consolidation of India’s foreign policy during the early phase of independence. (250 words)

	The early phase of independent India’s foreign policy (1947–1964) was marked by the dual challenges of securing national interests in a turbulent global environment and establishing India as an independent voice in world affairs. The newly born nation had to balance domestic priorities with external pressures arising from the Cold War, regional conflicts, and the process of decolonisation.
	Major Challenges: First, the partition of India created immediate foreign policy challenges. The conflict with Pakistan over Jammu and Kashmir in 1947–48 led India to approach the United Nations, while issues of refugee rehabilitation, territorial disputes, and security concerns shaped its neighbourhood policy.
	Second, the emergence of the Cold War forced India to navigate between the rival blocs led by the United States and the Soviet Union. Instead of aligning with either power, India under Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru adopted the policy of non-alignment, seeking strategic autonomy and peaceful coexistence.
	Third, India faced the challenge of maintaining relations with newly independent Asian and African nations while opposing colonialism and racial discrimination. The integration of princely states and concerns over China’s intentions also influenced foreign policy priorities.
	Candidates must not write on this margin

	Consolidation of Foreign Policy:
	India consolidated its foreign policy through principles of Panchsheel, respect for sovereignty, non-interference, and peaceful resolution of disputes. The Bandung Conference strengthened India’s leadership role among newly independent nations and laid the foundation for the Non-Aligned Movement.
	India also supported anti-colonial struggles, promoted disarmament, and played an active role in international organisations such as the United Nations. Economic and technological cooperation with both Western and socialist countries reflected India’s pragmatic diplomacy.
	However, the Sino-Indian War exposed weaknesses in India’s security preparedness and forced a reassessment of its China policy.
	Thus, despite significant challenges, India’s early foreign policy successfully established the foundations of strategic autonomy, peaceful diplomacy, and leadership among developing nations.
	Candidates must not write on this margin


	MAINS ANSWER WRITING “SUPER-POWER” PROGRAMME
	GENERAL STUDIES PAPER II
	Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations
	"The effectiveness of Fundamental Rights depends as much on judicial interpretation as on constitutional text." Discuss. (150 words)

	Fundamental Rights are often described as living rights rather than static legal provisions. Their effectiveness depends on the constitutional text that guarantees them and the judiciary's dynamic interpretation that adapts them to evolving societal needs.
	Judicial interpretation has expanded Fundamental Rights beyond their literal wording. For instance, the Supreme Court, through the landmark case of Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India, widened the ambit of Article 21 by interpreting “procedure established by law” as just, fair, and reasonable. Subsequently, rights such as privacy, livelihood, education, and a clean environment were recognized as integral to the ‘Right to life’.
	Similarly, the ‘Doctrine of basic structure’ evolved through Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala strengthened constitutional safeguards against arbitrary amendments.
	However, constitutional text remains the foundation, as judicial interpretation cannot completely override explicit constitutional provisions.
	In a vibrant democracy, Fundamental Rights derive their strength from the harmonious interplay between constitutional provisions and judicial activism, making the judiciary the sentinel of citizens' freedoms.
	Candidates must not write on this margin
	How has cooperative federalism evolved in India in the context of fiscal and administrative decentralization? (150 words)

	India's federal structure has gradually evolved from a centralized model to a more cooperative framework, where the Union and States work together in governance and development. Fiscal and administrative decentralization have been key drivers of this transformation.
	On the fiscal front, the recommendations of the Finance Commission, increased tax devolution, and the introduction of the GST Council have strengthened intergovernmental cooperation. The GST Council exemplifies collaborative decision-making, with both the Centre and States jointly determining indirect tax policies.
	Administratively, initiatives such as NITI Aayog have replaced top-down planning with a consultative approach involving States. Further, the empowerment of Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local Bodies through the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments has promoted grassroots governance.
	However, concerns regarding fiscal dependence, centrally sponsored schemes, and resource-sharing disputes persist.
	Thus, cooperative federalism in India has deepened through decentralization, fostering greater collaboration while requiring continuous efforts to balance autonomy with national coordination.
	Candidates must not write on this margin
	Examine the role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in promoting social development. What challenges do they face? (250 words)
	Social development encompasses the improvement of human well-being through enhanced access to education, healthcare, livelihood opportunities, social justice, and empowerment. In a diverse country like India, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) complement governmental efforts by addressing developmental gaps and advocating for marginalized communities.

	Role of NGOs and CSOs in Social Development
	Service Delivery: They provide essential services in areas such as education, healthcare, sanitation, and skill development, particularly in remote and underserved regions.
	Empowerment of Vulnerable Groups: NGOs promote the rights of women, children, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and persons with disabilities through awareness and capacity-building initiatives.
	Policy Advocacy: CSOs influence public policy by raising social issues, conducting research, and facilitating citizen participation in governance.
	Community Mobilization: They encourage grassroots participation, strengthening democratic values and social accountability.
	Disaster Relief and Rehabilitation: NGOs play a crucial role in emergency response, rehabilitation, and rebuilding livelihoods after disasters.
	Environmental and Social Awareness: They promote sustainable development through campaigns on environmental conservation, health, and social inclusion.
	Candidates must not write on this margin


	Challenges Faced
	Inadequate and uncertain funding sources.
	Regulatory and compliance burdens, including stringent reporting requirements.
	Limited professional and technical capacity in smaller organizations.
	Lack of transparency and accountability in some cases, affecting public trust.
	Political interference and restrictions on operational autonomy.
	Difficulty in scaling successful interventions and ensuring long-term sustainability.
	NGOs and CSOs serve as vital partners in achieving inclusive and participatory development. Strengthening their institutional capacity, ensuring transparency, and fostering constructive collaboration with the government can significantly enhance their contribution toward achieving sustainable and equitable social progress.
	Candidates must not write on this margin

	Examine the opportunities and challenges arising from India's growing engagement with Africa. (250 words)
	Candidates must not write on this margin


	India’s engagement with Africa has expanded significantly in recent years, driven by historical ties, South-South cooperation, and mutual developmental interests. With Africa emerging as a major center of economic growth and strategic importance, India’s partnership offers both opportunities and challenges.
	Opportunities: First, Africa presents a vast market for Indian goods, pharmaceuticals, automobiles, and information technology services. Bilateral trade has grown substantially, making Africa an important economic partner.
	Second, cooperation in energy and critical minerals such as cobalt, lithium, and rare earth elements helps India secure resources essential for its industrial and green-energy transition.
	Third, India’s development partnership through capacity building, digital public infrastructure, education, healthcare, and concessional credit enhances its soft power and strengthens people-to-people ties.
	Fourth, Africa’s support is crucial for India’s aspirations in global governance reforms, including a greater role in institutions such as the United Nations. Challenges:
	However, India faces intense competition from external powers, particularly China, which has established a larger economic and infrastructural footprint across the continent.
	Political instability, civil conflicts, terrorism, and governance deficits in several African countries create risks for Indian investments and diaspora communities.
	Limited connectivity, logistical bottlenecks, and inadequate implementation of projects often constrain the effectiveness of India’s engagement. Additionally, resource constraints restrict India’s ability to match the scale of investments offered by other major powers.
	Conclusion: Africa is central to India’s vision of a multipolar and inclusive global order. By deepening economic cooperation, enhancing developmental partnerships, and ensuring timely project delivery, India can transform its engagement with Africa into a mutually beneficial and strategically significant partnership for the 21st century.
	Candidates must not write on this margin
	Discuss the impact of demographic changes on public policy formulation in India, particularly in the areas of health, education and employment.  (250 words)

	India's demographic profile is undergoing significant transformation due to declining fertility rates, increasing life expectancy, rapid urbanization, and a large working-age population. According to the 2023 UN Population Report, India became the world's most populous country with about 1.43 billion people. These demographic shifts have profound implications for public policy formulation.
	In the health sector, an ageing population and epidemiological transition from communicable to non-communicable diseases (NCDs) have necessitated policies such as the National Programme for Health Care of the Elderly (NPHCE) and Ayushman Bharat. NCDs account for nearly 66% of total deaths in India (WHO), requiring greater investment in preventive and geriatric healthcare.
	In education, a large youth population demands expansion of quality educational infrastructure and skill development. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 seeks to improve learning outcomes, increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education to 50% by 2035, and align education with future labour market needs. Simultaneously, declining fertility in several states is leading to changing school-age population dynamics and resource allocation.
	Candidates must not write on this margin

	In employment, India possesses a demographic dividend, with nearly 68% of its population in the 15–64 age group. However, inadequate job creation can transform this opportunity into a demographic burden. Consequently, policies such as Skill India Mission, PM Vishwakarma, Make in India, and Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Schemes aim to enhance employability and generate productive employment.
	Thus, demographic changes serve as a critical determinant of public policy. Effective planning and investment in human capital are essential to convert India's demographic transition into sustainable socio-economic development.
	Candidates must not write on this margin

	MAINS ANSWER WRITING “SUPER-POWER” PROGRAMME
	GENERAL STUDIES PAPER III
	Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and Disaster Management
	Artificial Intelligence has the potential to transform governance and economic activities. However, it also creates new challenges related to employment, ethics and data security. Discuss. (250 words)

	Artificial Intelligence (AI) refers to the capability of machines to perform tasks that normally require human intelligence, such as learning, reasoning and decision-making. AI is emerging as a transformative technology with significant implications for governance and economic development.

	AI can transform governance and economic activities in several ways:
	Improved public service delivery: AI-powered chatbots and digital platforms can provide efficient citizen services and grievance redressal.
	Evidence-based policymaking: AI can analyze large datasets to identify trends and support informed decision-making.
	Enhanced governance: Predictive analytics can improve tax administration, disaster management and law enforcement.
	Economic growth and productivity: Automation, intelligent manufacturing and AI-driven innovations can increase efficiency and competitiveness.
	Sectoral transformation: AI is revolutionizing healthcare, agriculture, education and financial services through personalized and data-driven solutions.
	However, the widespread adoption of AI also presents significant challenges: 1. Employment concerns: Automation may displace workers, particularly in routine and low-skilled jobs, leading to structural unemployment.
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	2. Ethical issues: AI systems may perpetuate bias, discrimination and lack transparency in decision-making. 3. Data privacy and security: AI relies heavily on data collection, increasing risks of surveillance, cyberattacks and misuse of personal information. 4. Accountability concerns: Determining responsibility for AI-driven decisions remains complex. 5. Digital divide: Unequal access to AI technologies may widen socio-economic disparities.
	Therefore, while AI offers immense opportunities for inclusive growth and efficient governance, its deployment must be guided by robust regulatory frameworks, ethical standards, data protection mechanisms and skill-development initiatives. A human-centric and responsible AI ecosystem is essential to maximize benefits while minimizing risks.
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	Cyber security threats have evolved from individual attacks to sophisticated challenges affecting critical infrastructure. Analyse the need for a comprehensive cyber security framework in India. (250 words)

	India’s cyber security landscape has witnessed a paradigm shift from isolated attacks on individuals and organizations to sophisticated cyber threats targeting critical infrastructure, financial systems, governance networks, and national security assets. This necessitates a comprehensive cyber security framework to safeguard the country’s digital ecosystem.
	Cyber threats have become more complex due to increasing digitalization, expansion of e-governance, cloud computing, Artificial Intelligence, and the Internet of Things (IoT). Attacks such as ransomware, data breaches, phishing campaigns, and cyber espionage can disrupt essential services like power grids, transportation networks, banking systems, and healthcare facilities. For instance, cyber incidents affecting critical infrastructure can have severe economic and security implications.

	A comprehensive cyber security framework is required for several reasons:
	Protection of Critical Infrastructure: Ensures resilience of sectors such as energy, telecommunications, defence, and finance against cyberattacks.
	Data Security and Privacy: Safeguards citizens’ personal data in the era of digital governance and digital payments.
	National Security: Counters cyber warfare, espionage, and threats from state and non-state actors.
	Economic Stability: Prevents financial losses, disruption of businesses, and erosion of investor confidence.
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	Coordinated Response Mechanism: Facilitates information sharing, threat intelligence, and incident response among government agencies and private stakeholders.
	Capacity Building: Promotes cyber awareness, skilled manpower, and indigenous cyber security technologies.
	Legal and Regulatory Strengthening: Provides clear standards for compliance, accountability, and enforcement.
	India has taken steps through initiatives such as the National Cyber Security Policy, the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, and the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In). However, rapid technological changes demand continuous updating of policies and capabilities.
	In conclusion, a robust and comprehensive cyber security framework is essential to secure India’s digital economy, protect national interests, and ensure trust in the country’s digital transformation journey.
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	India’s energy transition requires reducing dependence on fossil fuels while ensuring affordable and reliable energy access. Discuss the challenges and opportunities associated with renewable energy expansion. (150 words)

	India’s energy transition aims to reduce fossil fuel dependence while meeting the growing demand for affordable and reliable energy. Renewable energy expansion is central to achieving energy security and climate goals, but it faces several challenges.
	Challenges:  First, renewable sources like solar and wind are intermittent, creating issues of grid stability and requiring investments in energy storage and smart grids. Second, high initial capital costs, land acquisition issues, and dependence on imported components such as solar modules pose constraints. Third, coal continues to dominate India’s energy mix, making a rapid transition difficult due to employment and regional economic concerns in coal-producing areas. Additionally, ensuring affordable electricity access for poor households remains a challenge.
	Opportunities:  India has vast solar and wind potential, which can reduce import dependence and improve energy security. Renewable expansion can create green jobs, promote domestic manufacturing through initiatives like the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, and support sustainable development. Decentralised renewable systems can enhance rural electrification.
	Thus, a balanced approach involving renewable energy growth, energy storage, grid modernization, and a just transition for affected communities is essential for India’s sustainable energy future.
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	Explain the causes behind increasing urban floods in Indian cities. How can urban planning and climate-resilient infrastructure help in reducing disaster risks? (150 words)

	Urban floods have become frequent in Indian cities due to a combination of human-induced and climatic factors. Rapid and unplanned urbanisation has resulted in the encroachment of natural drainage channels, wetlands, and floodplains, reducing water absorption capacity.
	Extensive concretisation through roads and buildings increases surface runoff and overwhelms drainage systems. Poor maintenance of storm-water drains, improper waste disposal, and inadequate urban infrastructure further aggravate flooding.
	Climate change has intensified extreme rainfall events, leading to short-duration high-intensity precipitation that urban systems cannot manage. Rising sea levels also increase flood risks in coastal cities.
	Urban planning can reduce these risks through sustainable land-use planning, protection of wetlands, restoration of urban water bodies, and development of efficient drainage networks. Climate-resilient infrastructure such as permeable pavements, rainwater harvesting systems, green roofs, sponge cities, and flood-resistant buildings can enhance water absorption and reduce damage.
	Thus, integrating disaster risk reduction with urban development is essential for creating safer and more resilient Indian cities.
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	Left Wing Extremism remains a major internal security challenge despite declining violence in several regions. Analyse the factors responsible for its persistence and discuss a comprehensive strategy to address it.  (250 words)

	Left Wing Extremism, commonly associated with Maoist insurgency, has witnessed a decline in geographical spread and violent incidents due to sustained security operations and development initiatives. However, it continues to persist in certain pockets, particularly in remote tribal and forested regions, posing a challenge to India’s internal security and governance. Factors responsible for persistence of LWE:
	Socio-economic deprivation: Many affected regions suffer from poverty, unemployment, poor healthcare, and inadequate education. Lack of livelihood opportunities enables extremist groups to exploit local grievances.
	Alienation of tribal communities: Displacement due to mining, infrastructure projects, and conservation initiatives without adequate rehabilitation has created resentment among tribal populations.
	Governance deficit: Weak administrative presence, poor delivery of welfare schemes, and absence of basic services in remote areas create a vacuum exploited by Maoist groups.
	Geographical advantages: Dense forests, difficult terrain, and borderless movement across state boundaries provide safe havens and operational advantages to extremists.
	Ideological appeal and coercion: Maoists continue to influence vulnerable sections by portraying themselves as defenders of tribal rights while using intimidation and violence to maintain control.
	External support networks: Some logistical, financial, and arms supply channels help sustain insurgent activities.
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	Comprehensive strategy to address LWE:
	Security approach: Strengthen intelligence-based operations, inter-state coordination, modernise security forces, and improve road connectivity and communication infrastructure in affected areas.
	Development-oriented approach: Ensure effective implementation of schemes related to education, healthcare, skill development, and employment. Development must be participatory and sensitive to local needs.
	Protect tribal rights: Implement provisions of the Forest Rights Act, 2006 and strengthen local self-governance under the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996.
	Counter-narrative strategy: Address extremist propaganda through awareness campaigns, youth engagement, and trust-building between communities and administration.
	Rehabilitation: Provide surrender and rehabilitation policies for cadres willing to abandon violence.
	A purely security-centric approach cannot eliminate LWE. A balanced strategy combining firm action against violence with inclusive development, constitutional empowerment of tribal communities, and accountable governance is essential for achieving lasting peace in affected regions.
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	Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude
	“Ethics is not merely about choosing between right and wrong; it is about choosing between competing rights.” Discuss the significance of ethical reasoning in public administration. (150 words)

	Ethics in public administration often involves complex situations where two or more legitimate values come into conflict. A decision may not be a simple choice between good and evil, but a careful balancing of competing rights, such as individual liberty versus public security, transparency versus confidentiality, or economic development versus environmental protection.
	Ethical reasoning enables civil servants to analyze such dilemmas objectively by applying principles of justice, fairness, empathy, and public welfare. It helps administrators move beyond legal compliance and make decisions that are morally justified and socially responsible.
	For instance, during a public health crisis, restricting personal freedom may conflict with individual rights but can be justified to protect collective well-being.
	In a democracy, ethical reasoning strengthens trust between citizens and the state by ensuring that administrative decisions are impartial, accountable, and humane.
	Thus, ethical competence is essential for civil servants to resolve conflicts of values and uphold the larger public interest.
	What do you understand by constitutional morality? How can constitutional morality guide civil servants in situations involving conflict between popular demands and constitutional values? (150 words)

	Constitutional morality refers to the commitment to uphold the core principles, values, and spirit of the Constitution rather than merely following its textual provisions. It includes respect for constitutional supremacy, rule of law, fundamental rights, equality, justice, liberty, secularism, and democratic values.
	As observed by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar “Constitutional morality requires citizens and institutions to respect the procedures and ideals embedded in the Constitution.”
	For civil servants, constitutional morality acts as an ethical compass in situations where popular demands conflict with constitutional values. Public opinion, though important in a democracy, cannot override fundamental rights and constitutional principles. Civil servants must ensure that decisions are guided by legality, fairness, and social justice rather than short-term political pressures.
	For example, while handling demands based on caste, religion, or regional sentiments, an officer must balance public aspirations with the principles of equality and non-discrimination. Similarly, during protests, administrators must protect both public order and citizens’ right to dissent.
	Thus, constitutional morality enables civil servants to act as neutral guardians of constitutional ideals, ensuring that governance remains inclusive, ethical, and democratic.
	“Compassion without competence may lead to ineffective administration, while competence without compassion may lead to insensitive governance.” Discuss. (150 words)

	An effective civil servant requires a harmonious blend of compassion (empathy towards citizens) and competence (knowledge, skills and administrative efficiency). Neither quality alone can ensure good governance.
	Compassion enables administrators to understand the hardships of vulnerable sections and design people-centric policies. It promotes inclusiveness, sensitivity and humane implementation. However, compassion without competence may result in good intentions failing due to poor planning, inefficient resource allocation and inability to deliver outcomes. For example, welfare schemes require not only concern for the poor but also effective execution mechanisms.
	Conversely, competence without compassion may produce technically efficient but insensitive governance. An administrator focused only on rules and targets may ignore ground realities and citizen grievances, leading to alienation and loss of trust.
	Therefore, public administration demands a balance between head and heart. Competence ensures effectiveness, while compassion provides ethical direction. A capable and empathetic civil servant can transform governance from mere administration into citizen-centric public service.
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	Given below are three quotations of eminent thinkers. What do each of these quotations convey to you in the present context? (a) “The greatness of humanity is not in being human, but in being humane.” (b) “Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” (c) “A nation's culture resides in the hearts and souls of its people.”  (150 words)

	Quotations of eminent thinkers often reflect timeless ethical principles that guide human conduct and social institutions.
	(a) This quotation highlights that mere biological existence does not define human greatness; it is compassion, empathy, kindness and concern for others that make a person truly human. In the present context of increasing conflicts, inequality and social divisions, humane values are essential for creating an inclusive and just society. For a civil servant, it implies prioritising the welfare of vulnerable sections with sensitivity and compassion.
	(b) This statement emphasises the ethical dangers associated with unchecked authority. Power without accountability can lead to arrogance, misuse of resources and violation of citizens’ rights. Democratic institutions, transparency, rule of law and ethical conduct act as safeguards against such corruption. Public servants must exercise power as a responsibility rather than a privilege.
	(c) This quotation conveys that culture is not limited to monuments, traditions or external symbols; it lives through the values, beliefs, behaviour and collective consciousness of people. In the era of globalisation, preserving cultural diversity requires respect,
	tolerance and responsible transmission of heritage to future generations.
	Thus, these quotations collectively underline compassion, accountability and cultural consciousness as foundations of ethical society.
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